
Build Smart 
Canada’s Buildings Strategy 
A Key Driver of the Pan-Canadian Framework 
on Clean Growth and Climate Change 

Build Smart Together - Let’s Put All Our Energy in the Right Place 
Decision-makers, city-leaders, industry professionals, 
home owners, renters, building owners and operators: 
we all want the same things. 
We want to lower our costs, see jobs grow, live and work in 
safe, comfortable spaces — and we want that for everyone 
else in our community too. 

Energy Efficiency will be the norm by 2030 
Efficiency is hard to see, but we feel it in the comfort of 

our homes, our economy, our wallets. 

Efficiency. It’s No Mystery. We have what it takes to get there. 
The number of efficient new
homes built since the inception 
of Canada’s ENERGY STAR for 
New Homes and R-2000 
initiatives

 ENOMILLION  
Number of homes rated to date using the 

Rating System80,00025%
m2 189MILLIONm2

of floor spac  in Canada is registered 
in ENERGY STAR Portfolio Managers 800,000+

$38.5 BILLION
90% The percent of Canadians who

recognize ENERGY STAR 

The Good Energy 
Program supports 
super insulated Arctic Energy Alliance Mapping our Progress


supports the adoption of homes From new energy codes to sharing energy data, cities, energy-efficient and
renewable technologies provinces and territories are taking the right steps. 

YT 

WHITEHORSE NT 

Home Renovation 
Program supports  

efficiency with major 
repairs, renovations and 

additions 
YELLOWKNIFE 

Charting the path for NU 
Net Zero Energy  

Ready buildings with Manitoba is  
the Energy Step Code establishing a new ST. JOHN’S NL

stand-alone Crown 
corporation to deliver 

Boosting energy 
efficiency retrofits 

with new incentive 
programs SK DSM  initiatives and 

promote energy PEBC conservation homeowners and SaskPower 
businesses reduce theircustomers get theAB QC NB NS energy consumptionfull picture with the ONVANCOUVER Home Online Energy 

MBAssessment Tool 

First to require 

NB Power Energy 
Efficiency Services 

help homeowners and 
businesses 

province-wide data 

Nova Scotia was one of 
the first provinces to 
adopt the National 

Building Code for homes
Regions that have adopted model energy codes sharing for large 

commercial and public 
sector buildings WOLFVILLERegions mandating energy data and information sharing 

Come on in, the future feels fine 
Learn more about Canada’s Building Strategy and how, together,  
we can create homes and buildings designed for living and for life. 

The ENERGY STAR® mark is administered and promoted in Canada by Natural 
Resources Canada and used with permission nrcan.gc.ca/Buildsmart 

The Home Energy  
Efficiency Loan and  

Home Energy Savings  
Programs support  
energy efficiency  

Transition énergétique 
Québec supports and 

promotes energy 
transition, innovation 

and efficiency EfficiencyPEI helps 

The amount Canada 
boosted its energy  efficiency between 
1990 and 2014 

Number of efficiency retrofits 
resulting from EnerGuide home 
evaluations The amount Canadians saved on

energy bills in 2014 as a result of 
efficiency improvements since 1990 

http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/energy/efficiency/buildings/4261


  

 
  
 
 
 

 
  
 
  
 
 
 

 

   
        
      
      
         
          
   
   

Critical Path to 2030 nrcan.gc.ca/pathwayto2030 
Pathway 2017 20212018 2019 2020 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 Goal for 2030 

Raising the 
efficiency bar for

new buildings 

Getting Net-Zero 
Energy Ready 

Publish More Stringent Codes 

Adoption of More Stringent Codes 

Research, Development and Demonstration (RD&D) Projects to Lower 
Incremental Costs of Building to NZER  

Supporting Materials for Adoption, Building Officials and Code Compliance

Making New 
Buildings More 
Energy Efficient

NZER model code 
adopted for new 

homes and buildings 
in jurisdictions that 

have adopted it 

Potential GHG 
reductions*: 5.6 MT 

Publish Additional Tiers of NZER Codes 

Code Compliance Assistance Program Launch 

First Set of Co-Funding Agreements Signed 

Expansion of Local Energy Efficiency Partnership

Model Net Zero Energy Ready (NZER) Codes for Homes and Buildings 

2017 20212018 2019 2020 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 

Bringing Buildings 
Into the Future 

Modern energy 
codes for existing 

buildings 

RD&D Projects to Lower Deep Energy Retrofit Costs

Supporting Tools and Materials for Adoption, Markets, Officials and Industry

Establish Energy Requirements for 
Existing Homes and Buildings 

Recommissioning Framework Adoption 

Buildings Recommissioning Framework Launch

 National Online Platform for Labelling and Sharing Energy Use Data 

Develop Online 
Platform for 
Labelling and 
Sharing 
Energy Use Data 

2017 20212018 2019 2020 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 

Adoption of labelling and sharing energy use data 

Setting Energy 
Data Free 

Measuring and 
sharing energy 

use data 

Model Energy Requirements/Codes Published 

Expanded Benchmarking and Certification

Expanded Energy Use Statistics for Buildings 

Supporting Tools and Materials for Adoption, Markets, Officials and Industry

ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager Expansion 

ISO 50001 Certification Expanded to Commercial and Institutional Buildings

Pathway 

Pathway 

Goal for 2030 

Retrofitting Existin
Buildings 

Model energy 
requirements, 

labelling and sharing
energy use data for 
existing buildings 

and homes apply in 
jurisdictions that 
have adopted it 

 

Potential GHG 
reductions*: 5.6 MT 

Energy Requirements/Codes Adoption 

Pathway 2017 20212018 2019 2020 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 

R&D/Early Commercialization, Test Methods, Incentives, Design Guides and Harmonization 
with Model Energy Codes for Homes and Buildings 

Improving 
Energy Efficiency 

for Appliances 
and Equipment 

• High performance
next generation
residential windows
are the standard
in Canada

• Heat pumps
(or equipment with
equivalent perfor-
mance) are standard
in residential and
commercial space
and water heating
in Canada

Potential GHG reduc--
tions from these and

other equipment 
measures**: 10.4MT

Launch 
stakeholder 
government 
technical 
groups to 
develop 
roadmaps for 
appliances and 
equipment 

Complete 
detailed 
equipment 
and appliance 
roadmaps to 
2030 

Amendment 
14 to Energy 
Efficiency
Regulations 

Realizing Aspirational Goals for Heating Equipment and Other Key Technologies 

Amendment 
15 to Energy 
Efficiency
Regulations 

Amendment 
16 to Energy 
Efficiency
Regulations 

Goal for 2030 

Water/space heating 
technology have 90% 
energy performance 

Improved heat pump 
performance for cold 
climates 

Being Equipped 
for the Future 

Holding our 
appliances and 
equipment to a 
higher standard 

* Potential GHG reductions if adopted by all provinces and territories, based on modeling by Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) 
** Based on modeling by ECCC

Key milestones 
Spring 2018  Launch recommissioning framework to optimize existing buildings.  
Summer 2018  Start funding RD&D projects to lower cost of high performance and net-zero energy ready code and deep energy retrofits. 
Winter 2018 Launch ENERGY STAR certification for commercial and institutional buildings.
2018-2019 Launch a new program to ensure that energy codes are implemented properly when they are adopted. 
Winter 2019 Develop an online platform and framework for labelling and sharing home and building energy use data. 
Spring 2019 Start implementing activities in support of short, medium and long term goals for appliances and equipment. 
Fall 2020 Complete national survey of commercial and institutional building energy use. 
Fall 2020 Publish more stringent model codes and NZER codes for buildings and homes. 
Fall 2022 Publish additional tiers of NZER codes for buildings. 
Fall 2022 Publish model energy requirements for existing homes and buildings. 

Higher standard 
residential windows  




