
I will compare IAEA and CNSC decommissioning requirements. 

1 



GSR Part 6 establishes internationally agreed requirements for 
decommissioning.  SSG-47 provides additional guidance. 
 

2 



GSR Part 6 recognizes two acceptable decommissioning 
strategies – immediate and deferred dismantling. 
 
Entombment, or in-situ decommissioning, is unacceptable... 
 
 

3 



…but CNSC REGDOC-2-11-2  recommends in situ 
decommissioning, so as to enable on-site disposal of federal 
legacy reactors and SMRs if their removal is not “practicable.” 

4 



Canada’s Radioactive Waste Policy Framework does not address 
decommissioning waste. 

5 



Waste characterization, cost estimation, emergency 
preparedness, waste management, and site remediation all 
require specialized expertise. 
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IAEA requires that the decommissioning strategy be justified, but  
CNSC removed language on justification from REGDOC-2.11.2. 
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Immediate dismantling avoids burdening future generations. 
Unrestricted use is the preferred end state.   
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Synchronized development of waste management infrastructure 
avoids prolonged deferral of decommissioning,  
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The federal government’s only financial provision for 
decommissioning is a letter from a past natural resources 
minister. This does not constitute a mechanism to provide 
adequate resources. 
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IAEA requires the public be allowed to comment on the final 
decommissioning plan. CNSC only requires “a summary report 
of any public and Indigenous consultations.” 
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IAEA says the public is interested in the  strategy, its 
justification, waste management, end state, financing, and 
socioeconomic impacts. 

12 



Proper waste management requires traceability, as well as up-
to-date records of quantities, characteristics, treatment 
methods, and destination. 
 
CNSC lacks these requirements.  But it requires licensees to 
“segregate as much material as possible for reuse and 
recycling.”  This is problematic.  Reuse could mean using 
radioactively contaminated concrete for road construction, 
landscaping, or landfill.  Recycled radioactive metals can 
contaminate metal recycling facilities. Reprocessing of used fuel 
to extract plutonium, sometimes referred to as “recycling”, 
creates risks of nuclear weapons proliferation and should be 
forbidden. 
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GSR Part 3 deals with remediation of areas contaminated by 
past  activities such as Port Hope or Chalk River. 

14 



GSR-3 requirements for contaminated areas include a remedial 
action plan, record keeping, a waste management strategy, and 
public involvement. 
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I would be pleased to share this presentation and discuss these 
points. Thank you. 
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