Build Smart

Canada’s Buildings Strategy
A Key Driver of the Pan-Canadian Framework
on Clean Growth and Climate Change
BUILD SMART TOGETHER - LET’S PUT ALL OUR ENERGY IN THE RIGHT PLACE.
From decision makers and industry professionals to homeowners, renters
and operators, we all want to lower our costs, see jobs grow, and to live and
work in safe, comfortable spaces.
But how do we get there? By making energy efficiency in our homes and workplaces a priority, helping us live better, save money and fight climate change.

We're putting our energy in the right place!
ENERGY EFFICIENCY WILL BE THE NORM BY 2030.
Efficiency is hard to see, but we feel it in the comfort of our
homes, in our economy, and in our wallets.

EFFICIENCY. IT’S NO MYSTERY. WE HAVE WHAT IT TAKES TO GET THERE.

25%

The amount Canada
boosted its energy
efficiency between
1990 and 2014

937,000

Y.T.
WHITEHORSE

A new voluntary
BC Energy Step Code
is helping builders
go beyond current
code requirements.

B.C.

1,170,000
Number of homes rated to date
using the
Rating System

of floor space in Canada is registered
in the ENERGY STAR Portfolio
Manager benchmarking tool

m2

Number of efficiency retrofits resulting
from EnerGuide home evaluations

The Good Energy program
provides Yukoners with
energy-saving incentives
for their homes and
businesses.

95,000
234MILLION m2
$38.5 BILLION

The number of efficient new homes built
since the inception of Canada’s ENERGY STAR®
for New Homes and R-2000* initiatives

83%

The amount Canadians saved on energy bills in 2014
as a result of efficiency improvements since 1990

The percentage of
Canadians who recognize
ENERGY STAR

MAPPING OUR PROGRESS
The Energy Efficiency
Incentive Program provides
rebates to northerners who
purchase new, more
energy-efficient models of
products.

N.W.T.

From new energy codes to sharing energy data, cities,
provinces and territories are taking the right steps.

The Home Renovation
Program helps people to
undertake major repairs
and/or renovations.

The Home Energy Efficiency
Loan Program and Home
Energy Savings Program
encourage energy efficiency
retrofits.

Nvt.
Energy Efficiency
Alberta provides
rebates for
products from LED
bulbs to
programmable
thermostats.

Alta.

Sask.
A commercial HVAC
program encourages
energy efficiency in
new construction
and retrofits.

Through Quebec’s energy
transition master plan,
over $1 billion will be
invested over the next
five years to support the
energy transition of
residential, commercial
and institutional
buildings.

Manitoba signed
the Pan-Canadian
Framework and
expanded energy
savings programs
through Efficiency
Manitoba.

Man.

Regions that have adopted model energy codes

Ont.

N.L.

P.E.I.
N.B.

N.S.

P.E.I.'s New Home
Construction Program
offers incentives of up
to $5,000 to build
energy-efficient homes.

Que.

Ontario has started
adopting increasingly
stringent building
codes.

Regions that require labelling and disclosure of building energy use

NB Power’s suite of
home energy-saving
programs provide
incentives to reduce
energy consumption.

A voluntary home label
disclosure program was
developed by
Energy Efficiency
Nova Scotia and
ViewPoint and co-funded
by the province.

COME ON IN, THE FUTURE FEELS FINE.

Learn more about Canada’s Buildings Strategy and how, together,
we can create homes and buildings designed for living and for life.
The ENERGY STAR® mark is administered and promoted in Canada by Natural Resources Canada and used with permission.
*R-2000 is an official mark of Natural Resources Canada.

nrcan.gc.ca/Buildsmart

Critical path to 2030

nrcan.gc.ca/pathwayto2030
Milestone

Process/implementation span

NEW BUILDINGS
GOAL

Develop and implement a code compliance assistance program through capacity
building tools and training for builders, designers and building inspectors

Making new buildings more
energy-efficient
—————————
PATHWAY

Raising the efficiency bar
for new buildings
Getting net-zero ready

Launch and start adopting a building recommissioning framework to optimize existing buildings
Complete detailed equipment and appliance road maps to 2030 to be better equipped for the future
Update energy efficiency regulations to increase standards for appliances and equipment

EXISTING BUILDINGS
GOAL

Start funding research, development and demonstration projects to lower incremental costs of upgrading buildings to net-zero energy ready codes

Retrofitting existing buildings
—————————
PATHWAY

Expand the ISO 50001 Energy Management Standard to include commercial and institutional buildings

Bringing buildings into the future
Modernizing energy codes
for existing buildings
Setting energy data free
Measuring and sharing
energy use data

Launch ENERGY STAR certification for commercial and institutional buildings
Implement a road map in support of aspirational goals for appliances and equipment
Develop and adopt an on-line platform and framework for labelling and sharing energy use data

APPLIANCES AND EQUIPMENT

Publish and start adopting more stringent energy codes for new homes and buildings, progressing to net-zero energy ready

GOAL

Improving energy efficiency
for appliances and equipment
—————————

Complete a national survey of commercial and institutional building energy use

PATHWAY

Being equipped for the future
Holding our appliances and
equipment to a higher standard

Publish and start adopting model energy requirements for existing homes and buildings
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